
As a partner in the firm, Floris Sebreghts and his enthusiastic team focus their

energies every day on administrative law, spatial planning and urban

development, which is now of course referred to as environmental management

law.

Floris is a hard worker who is driven by a desire to work closely with his team

and with his clients to ensure accurate, fast and hands-on follow-up of

procedures and formalities. In the course of his career he has offered expert

advice to many private clients, businesses, property developers and public

authorities at every level (municipal, provincial and regional). During that time,

he has specialised in following up all kinds of planning and permit applications,

from the largest to the smallest.

In addition to following up applications and filing appeals, Floris has conducted

key proceedings in the context of administrative appeals (construction appeals

lodged with the Provincial Deputation and environmental appeals lodged with

the competent Province or Minister, appeals before municipal building

commissions, hearings, provincial or regional environmental permit

commissions (PMVC & GMVC) now referred to as the environmental

management permit commissions, etc.). In addition, he has a wide experience of

every kind of appeal before the tribunals and appeal courts (damage claims,

suspension of work, planning damage, soil negotiations, zoning offences,

natural law, EIA obligation (environmental impact assessment),

maintenance/restoration claims, etc.) and the legal courts and councils (the

Floris Sebreghts
Partner
E floris.sebreghts@gsj.be

T +32 3 201 14 25



Council of State, the Council for Permit Disputes, the Environmental Enforcement

Commission, etc.). In addition to all these areas of expertise, much of Floris's

time is taken up with advising and assisting private clients, companies, project

developers and government agencies with the construction-related and

environment-related aspects that can affect their projects.

As an expert on spatial planning, Floris has published numerous specialised

papers and is a regular speaker at seminars. As if that were not enough, he is a

regular contributor in key areas of policy support and in the drafting of decrees

or implementing decisions (e.g. soil sector funds for petrol stations or the dry

cleaning sector, the Deurganckdok project, the temporary emergency bridges

over De Singel in Antwerp, the Groeistrand project in Ostend, the coastal

defence works, etc.). He is on the editorial staff of the Tijdschrift voor Ruimtelijke

Ordening en Stedenbouw (TROS) and of the Tijdschrift voor Omgevingsrecht en

Omgevingsbeleid (TOO) and he is a member of the Flemish Association for

Spatial Management (VRP), the Environmental Lawyers' Forum and the Society

of Lawyers for Public Law (GAP). Last but not least, he is a member of the

Municipal Spatial Planning Commission (GECORO) of the municipality of Zoersel.

Since 2010, Floris has worked as an external independent director at Emmaüs, a

group that manages many care institutions including hospitals, residential care

centres, children’s day-care centres, facilities for persons with disabilities,

psychiatric units, etc. In this capacity, he is responsible for the follow-up of legal

negotiations concerning construction projects.

DATE OF BIRTH

17 August 1980
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2003
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2003

PRACTICE GROUP

Bestuurs- en Omgevingsrecht

STUDIES

Humanities: Latin-modern linguistics, Xavier College Antwerp

1998-2001: Diploma candidate in law, UFSIA 

2001-2003: Diploma degree in law, UIA 

Dozens of study days on spatial and urban planning and environmental law



LANGUAGES

Dutch, French and English

PREFERRED SUBJECTS

Urban development permits, environmental permits and environmental permits,

planning and soil law, both in terms of administrative appeals and the whole

range of appeals before the courts, courts of appeal and tribunals, including

advice and guidance for private individuals, businesses, property developers

and government authorities in all construction or environment-related matters.

SELECTION OF PUBLICATIONS

BEYERS J-C EN SEBREGHTS F., “Onmiddellijke kennisgeving van beroepen aan

vergunninghouder en overheid”, STORM 2025/3-4, nr. 20, p.1

KERREMANS S., STIJLEMAN A. EN SEREGHTS F., “Toch interne stabiliteitswerken

zonder medewerking architect?!”, STORM 2025/3-4, nr. 29, p.1.

SEBREGHTS F. EN VAN DE WEYER P-J. “’Gone with the wind’. De transitie naar

hernieuwbare energie en het standstill-beginsel, een gespannen verhouding,

maar geen onmogelijk huwelijk”, TROS 2025.

BEYERS J-C. EN SEBREGHTS F. “Onmiddellijke kennisgeving van beroepen aan

vergunninghouder en overheid”, STORM 2025/3-4, nr. 20, p.1.

GEERTS A. EN SEBREGHTS F. “Tussen rechtszekerheid en flexibiliteit: het

evenwaardig alternatief of the right to challenge”, STORM 2025/3-4, nr. 27, p.1.

KERREMANS S. EN SEREGHTS F. ”Gemeenteraadsbeslissing tot weigering van de

wegenis: no way out, of toch?”, STORM 2025/2, nr. 11, p.1.

SEBREGHTS F. en VAN DE WEYER P-J., “Vertigo en het gewestplan Antwerpen:

een thriller voor het ruimtelijk rendement?”, STORM 2024/3, Rubriek 2.

SEBREGHTS F. en WAUBEN L.., “Het (mogelijk) ingedeelde karakter van een

project. Grenzeloze motiveringsplicht voor de vergunningverlener?” STORM

2024/3, Rubriek 5.

SEBREGHTS F. en VAN DE WEYER P-J., “De regeling van de beroepstermijn tegen

registratiebeslissingen, gewogen en te licht bevonden door het GwH”, STORM

2023, nr. 4, p. 8.

SEBREGHTS F. en VAN DE WEYER P-J., “Agrarische ontwikkeling in LWAG: ‘You can

get it if you really want’”, STORM 2023, nr. 3, p. 28.

SEBREGHTS F. en VAN DE WEYER P-J., “Everything, (everywhere), all at once? Op

de valreep alsnog uitsluitsel over groepswoningbouw en fasering in WUG”,

STORM 2023, nr. 2, p. 12.

MEMBERSHIPS

Deputy member GECORO Municipality of Zoersel

Bovernor Confraternitas SY (association of Catholic magistrates, lawyers,

notaries, bailiffs and academics of the Province of Antwerp)

Driver UDC bv-bvba

Executive Director VZW Emmaus

Member of the Elderly Care Management Committee



Director of the VZW Zoersel Residential and Care Centre

Director VZW Residential and Care Centre St. Jozef Wommelgem

Member of the General Assembly of the non-profit association Ivo Cornelis

Member of the General Assembly of the non-profit association Huize Bethanië

Member of the general meeting of the non-profit association 'de Grote Robijn'.

Member of the TROS editorial team (Tijdschrift voor Ruimtelijke Ordening en

urbanism)

Editorial member TOO (Tijdschrift voor omgevingsrecht en omgevingsbeleid)

Environmental Lawyers Forum

Association of Lawyers in Public Law (GAP)

Member Ertborn Group (Meeting CEOs & CFOs)

Driver in the care sector (Emmaus)

Member of the Flemish Association for Space and Planning (VRP)

Steering Committee for Elderly Care Emmaus

Board of Directors Residential Care Centre "De Buurt" in Zoersel

Member of the General Assembly numerous other care-related institutions

SELECTION OF STUDY DAYS AND TEACHING ASSIGNMENTS

Spreker/organisator (en volger) op diverse studiedagen inzake omgevingsrecht

(ruimtelijke ordening en milieurecht + planning) o.a.:

Aansprakelijkheid van de gemeenten, capita selecta met betrekking tot

aansprakelijkheid wegens gebrekkige informatieverstrekkin

Ruimtelijke ordening en ruimtelijke planning - het regime van de openbare

onderzoeken, getoetst en vergeleken in de vergunningsprocedure versus de

planningsprocedure

Milieu-inspectie in Vlaanderen, koppeling stedenbouwkundige- en  milieu-

vergunningen

Omgevingsvergunningen en procedures

Wijzigingen VCRO

Verkavelen

Woonuitbreidingsgebieden

Motiveren van vergunningen

Bodemrecht

Planschade

Lasten bij vergunningen

Vergunningsmanagement

Gemeentewegen vs Buurtwegen

De Codetrein

Duurzaam bouwen

Bouwshift – Bouwstop - Betonstop

Boskaart (Meest Kwetsbare Waardevolle Bossen – MKWB)

Stikstofarrest en stikstofdecreet

Actualiteiten grondverzet

Actuele tendensen en wijzigingen bodemdecreet

PFAS-problematieken



Recente rechtspraak omgevingsrecht

Woonreservegebieden

Watergevoelige openruimte gebieden

Beleidsplanning

…

MORE INFORMATION

Troste vader van 2 dochters: Frederikke (2009) en Annelotte (2010)

Oud-skimonitor, maar nog steeds geen winter zonder skiën

Fervent padel-speler, genieter van etentjes, gezellig samen zijn met familie en

vrienden, en reizen naar de bergen, zon, zee, …


